Wennakoski Composer-in-Residence
Lotta Wennakoski was an optimal Composer-in-Resi-
dence. Her output was viewed from many perspectives
and the world premiere of Zeng and the duo Tocca for
violin and harp hinted at a new, rhythm-based aesthetic
direction.

Hufvudstadsbladet 3.8.

The violin and harp of Cecilia Zilliacus and Stephen
Fitzpatrick met in the action-packed idiom. The intricate
music flowed along, logical and elastic. Modernism at its
best. Bravo!

Vasabladet 1.8.

Lotta Wenndkoski: Tocca for harp and violin,

Zeng for recorder, percussion and strings

World premiere: Cecilia Zilliacus, violin, Stephen Fitzpatrick, harp,
Ostrobothnian C0/Dalia Stasevska, sol. Anna Petrini, recorder, Antti Ohenoja,
percussion, 25.&31.7,2019 Vaasa, Finland (Korsholm Music Festival)
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Wennakoski was awarded by the
Finnish Music Publishers in September.

Daniel Bortz’s Sinfonia 13
An exquisitely beautiful, quietly flowing Requiem: pretentious in its form
and choice of subject, yet unpretentious in its way of letting the music
subordinate itself to the caustic insights of the text. .. The impression that the
composer carves out the words from the orchestra, as if he wanted to be sure
that nothing is unnecessarily orchestrated, persists throughout the whole
evening. Every bar feels carefully calculated and suited to the essence of the
poem... Grief has rarely been depicted with such fervent beauty
Svenska Dagbladet 27.5.
Daniel Bértz: Sinfonia 13

L World premiere: Royal Stocknolm PO/Patrik Ringborg, sol. Johanna Rudstrom, mezzo soprano,
{ Patrik Ringborg conducting Daniel Carlsson, counter tenor, Karl-Magnus Fredriksson, baritone, Stina Ekdal, Hannes

the Bértz premiere Meidal, reciters, 23.5.2019 Stockholm, Sweden
ments produce some surprising combinations...the

i
T
| §

Ul
string orchestra is supplemented by a piano and per- \ >
cussions, the clinking and thudding beats of which ‘ ! a
create a ceremonial mood. It would be good to hear i e \
this exciting and mysterious work in concerts as well.

Rondo (lassic 7-8/2019

Exciting and mysterious

The Concerto for Viola and Double Bass is one of the
composer's most unusual. The soft-toned solo instru-

Pehr Henrik Nordgren:
Concerto for Viola,
Double Bass and
Chamber Orchestra

(D: Ostrobothnian (0/Juha
Kangas, sol. Lilli Maijala, viola,
Olivier Thiery, double bass
(Alba 435)

Pictures of Life by Kortekangas - an opera of the highest rank

Eldaménkuvat (Pictures of Life) demonstrates that Kortekangas is one of our highest-ranking opera
composers... The audience gave it a standing ovation. Seldom does one experience a work in which
the pieces are so well in place. The music drew out both bubbling joy and resignation tinged with
melancholy, along with mystical allusions to the other world. The vocal parts are skilfully written,
Kortekangas being thoroughly familiar with the human voice. Yet the ninth part, an orchestral
intermezzo, made the biggest impression. No way is it just a filler; it is possibly the finest music by
Kortekangas | have ever heard.

Helsingin Sanomat 3.8.

Pictures of Life absolutely deserves more performances. There would undoubtedly be a sufficient
audience and interest. Kortekangas demonstrated a vast knowledge of the music of centuries past,
as proved not least by the tremendous intermezzo in the middle of the opera.

Vasabladet 3.8.

The libretto by Pia Perkit lets the different time perspectives meet in an emotionally touching way...
Kartekangas is a wily opera fox who knows what will work on stage. Also, the music keeps to a simple but
striking dramatic medium, expressive recitatives and harmonies that occasionally open up to tonality.
Hufvudstadsbladet 3.8.

Olli Kortekangas: Efdmankuvat {Pictures of Life, church opera)

World premiere: Vaasa & Seindjoki Orchestras/Anna-Maria Helsing, Vaasa Opera Chair etc,, sol. Pdivi Nisula, soprano,
Waltteri Torikka, baritone

1.8.2019 Isokyrd, Finland (Korsholm Music Festival)
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Intoxicating Brostrom at the Proms
His writing has an intoxicating allure: the first move-
ment holds us in limbo, with flickering harps and
uneasy brass; the second moves towards a cathartic,
defiant burst of sound... I'd like to hear it again - and
Brostrém is a name to watch. !
The Times 26.7.

It's a masterpiece! Brooding beds of strings mix

with soft pedalled vibraphone, as contemplative,
overlapping trumpet lines echo out. The effect s
very New York film noir, but a B-movie score this is
not. Towards the end, rapid, mambo-style percussion
hammers out the piece’s driving finale.

The Prickle 26.7.

Tobias Brostrom: Nigredo: Dark Night of the Soul
UK premiere: BBC National Orchestra of Wales/Markus Stenz, sol.
Hakan Hardenberger, Jeroen Berwaerts, trumpets, 25.7.2019
London, UK (BBC Proms)

Tobias Brostrom, Hakan Hardenberger and Jeroen Berwaerts in London

Stunningly beautiful Sandstrom

"Uppbrott” has fateful sonorities but doesn't focus on
death as much as on life... The music is characterised
by both seriousness and calm, and is throughout
exceedingly beautiful.

Dagens Nyheter 17.6.

The beauty of the piece was stunning and moving.
The Adolf Fredrik Church Chamber Choir filled the
room with a fantastic, bright choral sound under the
direction of Christoffer Holgersson.

Svenska Dagbladet 18.6

Sven-David Sandstrém: Uppbrott (Breaking Up)
World premiere: Adolf Fredrik Chamber Choir and Orchestra/
Christoffer Holgersson, sol. Hanna Husahr, soprano, Olle Persson,
baritone, 15.6.2019 Stockholm, Sweden
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