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In a brief preface to this exuberantly vivid new album, conductor Malin Broman writes of Grace Williams and her Sea Sketches (1944),

which opens the programme: ‘What a gift she has for communicating the nature of the sea to the listener! You can really taste the

salt spray and feel the power of the waves.’ And so one can in this vibrantly realised performance, possessing that ‘extra frisson of

character and grip’ that eluded Andrews and the BBC Philharmonic, as Geraint Lewis noted when comparing it to Atherton’s sterling,

now 55-year-old English Chamber Orchestra recording. BIS’s sound is undeniably superior, as it needs to be for Broman’s dynamic

reading, with no loss of detail and some delightfully nuanced playing in the more reflective movements.

The programme’s main focus, however, is the recasting of string quartets orchestrally. The Ostrobothnian Chamber Orchestra

commissioned bassist-composer Marijn van Prooijen (who has reworked quartets by Tchaikovsky and Beethoven) to arrange Grażyna

Bacewicz’s Fourth (1951) – one of the better known of her seven (listen to the Silesian Quartet’s Gramophone Award-winning set,

8/16) – for string orchestra in 2023 and it works very well. The larger canvas emphasises the Bartókian roots of Bacewicz’s writing

(not unlike the Brittenish aspects in Sea Sketches), but so skilfully is it laid out that the innocent ear would be hard put to it to detect

this invigorating score’s chamber origins. If you want to try a sample, the Allegro giocoso finale is pure delight in a touch over six

minutes.
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Johanna Müller-Hermann (1868-1941) will be unfamiliar to most readers, though well known in her native Austria in her lifetime. A

pupil of Adler, Schmidt, Zemlinsky and Foerster (the last of whom she succeeded as Professor of Music Theory at the New Vienna

Conservatory in 1918), she was an accomplished composer, as her fine String Quartet (1908‑10) attests (‘haunting and memorably

lyrical’ in Rob Cowan’s assessment, 7/99). Ingvar Karkoff’s 2022 orchestration suits the music well, and if there are more losses in

intimacy than with Bacewicz’s Fourth, the gains in power more than offset them. A thoroughly marvellous disc.
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